Slovakia is a young and progressive country that has undergone great changes since its establishment as a sovereign state. This 
Introduction
Slovak librarianship is a part of the mosaic of world librarianship. An early recognition of this fact is perhaps symbolized by the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA) holding its annual conference in Slovakia in 1978. The top representatives of international librarianship deliberated in the beautiful setting of the Vysoké Tatry Mountains by Lake Štrbské Pleso (Procházka, 2008) . This heralded things to come. During the course of the past twenty-five years, the Slovak Librarians Association has invited a number of important representatives of international librarianship to Slovakia. International committees of IFLA sections have met in the Slovak capital twice since 1989. Building international relations remains one of the core priorities of Slovak librarianship.
Slovakia in General
Following the splitting of the Czech and Slovak Federative Republic, the Slovak Republic was established as an independent state on January 1, 1993, and Bratislava became its capital. Slovakia is a parliamentary democracy. In 1996, the country was divided into eight regions (all becoming self-governing in 2002) and seventy-nine districts. The Slovak Republic joined the European Union on May 1, 2004 . The size of the republic is 49,035 square kilometers, with a population of almost 5.5 million (as of September 2014). The majority is Slovak (80.7 percent); 8.5 percent are of Hungarian nationality, and there is a smattering of other nationalities.
Library Legislation in Slovakia
For seventy years, the history of Slovak librarianship was inseparable from that of Czechoslovakia, a country created in 1918 at the end of World War I and that existed until the democratically elected governments of the Czech and Slovak republics agreed on dividing the country in 1992. While the long-term development of librarianship in the republics has been characterized by common developmental trends, it has also been shaped by a range of differences in the various parts of the joint state.
Slovak librarians became very active during the period of the changes that followed the Velvet Revolution of 1989, which transformed the unitary socialist state and brought about democracy in what became known as the Czech and Slovak Federative Republic. During the general assembly of the Slovak Librarians and Information Professionals Association, which had been previously funded by the Ministry of Culture starting in 1990, a new independent legal status, statutes, and new name-the Slovak Librarians Association (SLA)-were approved.
One of the first priorities of the SLA was to draft a new library act to replace the Library Act of 1959 and to provide the legislative framework for the new tasks to be performed by Slovak libraries in an informationbased society. Preparation and implementation of the new Slovak library act, however, was a challenging process that required several years. A work group that included experts from the SLA, the Slovak National Library in Matica slovenská in Martin, and the University Library in Bratislava played a key role. One of the challenges encountered by the authors of the new law was the fact that it included a proposal that the Slovak National Library should gain legal personality and become independent of Matica slovenská, which is an organization established in the nineteenth century as a Slovak cultural association and that later laid the foundations of the Slovak National Library. Dealing with it has proved to be a sensitive political matter. In 1999, a national petition was created to marshal public support for the change. Silvia Stasselová, president of SLA, represented the petition board in its negotiations with state authorities. She presented the opinions and intentions of the expert community of librarians in both the media and the Slovak Parliament, arguing in favor of the National Library becoming an independent and apolitical institution, as is the case in democratic nations elsewhere (Stasselová, 2008) .
Finally, on May 12, 2000, the first autonomous library act was passed by the National Council of the Slovak Republic, becoming effective on July 1, 2000.
1 In order to ensure the transparency of relations between the libraries and their funding authorities, the act unambiguously specified the rights and obligations of funding authorities, as well as the rights and obligations of libraries.
The act defined the Slovak Republic Library System and its place within the information system of the state. Moreover, it specified the roles of different types of libraries (scientific, academic, public, school, and special libraries) in a decentralized and cooperative system. With its seat in Martin, the National Library was also designated by the act as a state-funded organization with a strictly defined status and tasks, which included serving as a methodological center for all libraries within the Slovak library system. Additionally, the act defined the specific statuses of the University Library in Bratislava and the Slovak Scientific and Technical Information Center in the system of specialized scientific libraries.
Milestones of Slovak Librarianship after 1989
With a library system long-based in socialist ideology though now superseded by events, new library structures after 1989 were shaped the hard way, partly because of the absence of adequate library legislation. The basic types of libraries-the National Library and scientific, academic, public, school, and special libraries-however, continued to operate after 1989. Their progress since then, especially during the past decade, is indicated in the appendix.
1990
Two pieces of legislation were passed in 1990 that defined the responsibilities of municipalities for municipal public libraries and those of the Slovak Ministry of Culture for regional and district public libraries. 2 The latter saved an important library-system element and ultimately helped mitigate the negative impact of financial difficulties on culture in the regions (Faklová, 1995) .
Legally, however, there was still no central state-administration body that could manage libraries in Slovakia. A 1990 act on the organization of ministries and other government agencies stipulated that the Ministry of Culture of the Slovak Republic was responsible for art, state language and literature, the landscape and monuments, publishing periodical and nonperiodical literature, libraries and museums and their activities, and so on. 3 There is no mention, however, of anything that established the ministry as the central state-administrative body for libraries. The Ministry of Culture could exercise funding authority, however, in the case of four state scientific libraries (in Banska Bystrica, Kosice, Presov, and the University Library in Bratislava) and thirty-six regional and district public libraries; but it could not assert any direct influence on the Slovak National Library, since it was still a part of Matica slovenská.
1992
In the period following the social and political changes of 1992, a number of foreign foundations became active in Slovakia. The US Mellon Foundation was particularly significant, since it began to support the Czech and Slovak Library Information Network (CASLIN) project in 1992. The goal of the project was to establish a network of libraries equipped with fully compatible software, as well as to create an online union catalog of Czech and Slovak library collections. From the very beginning, CASLIN was built as an open, integrated cooperative system based on shared catalogs. One of the key projects was to combine the catalogs of two major Czech libraries-the National Library in Prague and the State Scientific Library in Brno-and two major Slovak libraries: the National Library in Matica slovenská and the University Library in Bratislava. The foundation supported the CASLIN project with a three-year grant of USD 1.1 million designated for the acquisition of the equipment, including the Aleph 500 library information system, necessary for the project's implementation.
In 1992, through the initiative of the three largest Slovak libraries-the Slovak National Library, the Slovak Technical Library, and the University Library in Bratislava-the Slovak Library Association was established as an interest-based association of legal entities. Later, other member libraries joined the association also.
1994
On November 15, 1994, the newly established Slovak Library Association and the SLA, the oldest and the largest Slovak professional association of librarians (in existence since 1946), jointly organized a conference, Slovak Librarianship in the Period of Societal Changes and before 2000, in Bratislava. It was the first attempt in the new Slovak state of the Slovak community of librarians to create as a common platform a national library information system (Kurák, 1994 
1996
The first Slovak librarians congress, Libraries '96, was held in Nitra during May 14-15, 1996. The main organizers were the SLA, Slovak Library Association, Slovak National Library in Matica slovenská, and the Ministry of Culture. The main topic was the transformation of librarianship in Slovakia, for which the congress provided a platform for the free exchange of expert opinion. What suitable ways and means were to be employed to help improve the organizational and economic conditions of Slovak libraries and provide them with the expertise needed to improve the quality and accessibility of library and information services offered to the public? The underlying aim of the congress was to provide opportunities for librarians to discuss their problems, define plans for the future, and to raise awareness of the importance of library and information-related activities in the education of Slovak citizens and the cultural development of Slovakia.
In 1996, two pieces of legislation established new conditions for the creation and operation of libraries. 4 These acts allowed for the transfer of cultural organizations (including libraries) from the authority of the Ministry of Culture to the authority of relevant regional and district agencies, including municipalities. 5 On July 1,1996, the Ministry of Culture established regional cultural centers (RCCs), with public district libraries subsumed into them. Nominated to manage the RCCs were state administrators, many of whom were not qualified to perform such a specialized and challenging task.
1997
Matica slovenská became a nonstate public institution with a specific legal mandate. 6 The Slovak National Library was retained as a part of it, with the library's director being appointed by its chairman. This was in opposition to the proposal of the Ministry of Culture, which intended to retain for itself the funding authority for the National Library and the responsibility for appointing the library's director. The ministry reacted to the passing of the Matica slovenská act by adopting a measure on July 1, 1997, which revoked the role of the Slovak National Library in Matica slo-venská as the central methodological entity for Slovakian libraries. Instead, it established the National Library Center (NLC) in the University Library in Bratislava. In this new organizational structure, the University Library now housed two major national library components: the National Center for Library Culture, and the Central Office of International Library and Information Cooperation. The University Library continued to serve as a Central Library of the Slovak Republic until 1999 (Androvič, 1997) .
During October 14-15, 1997, the Slovak Libraries '97 conference was held in Sielnica. It was devoted to the topic of what constitutes a "modern" national library system and continues to serve as the focus for discussions about the transformation of Slovak libraries. The conference was organized by both the SLA and the Slovak Library Association, with representatives of the Ministry of Culture also being present. Major criticisms emerged about the problematic situation of public libraries after their integration into RCCs (together with theaters, museums, galleries, cultural centers, and, in some regions, observatories). Among the conference's declarations was the following:
The Conference requires relevant regional authorities to set exact rules for specific execution and control of the budgets allocated to specialized library units within regional cultural centers, and for defining the scope of the authority and activities performed by intendancies [administrators] in relation to libraries. Pursuant to Act no. 186/1997 Coll., Conference participants also require that the operation of these libraries within the regional cultural centers be reviewed and that their transfer to the direct control of regional authorities be re-considered. We propose that former district public libraries receive new foundation charters which grant them legal personality and define their mission and methodological activities, even in the districts where district libraries have not yet been established. (Vyhlásenie účastníkov konferencie Slovenské knižnice '97, 1997, pp. 6-7) 1999 Because of the negative effects of the RRCs on the cultural organizations working within them, they were eliminated on April 1, 1999.
7 All organizations that had previously been integrated into these centers were reinstated as independent legal entities, and regional authorities were reinstated with overseeing them.
During November 22-23, 1999, following the Slovak Libraries '97 conference, the second Slovak librarians congress, Libraries for the 21st Century, was held in the city of Kosice. It too was organized by the SLA, the Slovak Library Association, and the Ministry of Culture. The congress is regarded as a ground-breaking event because of the attention it generated. Even the president of the Slovak Republic himself, Rudolf Schuster, sent a letter of greeting to participants. The aim of the congress was to define the priorities and principles that would govern the strategy for library development in the Slovak Republic for the period from 1999 to 2005. Issues like computerization and Slovak libraries' integration into international library structures were also discussed. An open letter by the congress's participants declared the following:
Passing of the new Library Act at the earliest date possible is vital for the successful development of the library and information system. Passing of the Act as it has been drafted shall secure promotion and development of library services as an important factor in developing and maintaining democracy. We call upon the National Council of the Slovak Republic, the Government of the Slovak Republic and the expert as well as the general public to acknowledge our discontent with the status of the Slovak National Library in Matica slovenská, which has become the subject of a political game even though the issue in question is really a professional one. The Slovak National Library currently exists as a part of Matica slovenská. The continuation of this situation has a negative impact both on the Library and its professional prestige. During the last ten years, Matica slovenská has become politicized and, thus, operation of the Slovak National Library within the structure of Matica slovenská is in stark contrast with the fundamental condition applying to a national library operation-that it should be a non-political organization. With regard to the authority of the National Council of the Slovak Republic and the Government of the Slovak Republic, we ask these to support our effort to make the Slovak National Library in Matica slovenská in Martin a national library that will be an economicallyautonomous legal personality funded directly from the State Budget through the Ministry of Culture of the Slovak Republic. (Otvorený List Účastníkov, 1999, pp. 32-33) 
2000
In the period following the Libraries for the 21st Century congress, the professional community of Slovak librarians initiated a nationwide petition in favor of passing the new library act that would guarantee the legal independence of the National Library. The petition had no media support, and it lasted for one month, but by the beginning of 2000, a total of 7,803 individuals, mostly the representatives of experts from the general public and library staffers, had signed the petition. The petition and a letter addressed to the president of the Slovak Republic, the prime minister, and the chairman of the National Council of the Slovak Republic were sent out in March 2000 by Stasselová, president of the SLA.
The first "Week of Slovak Libraries" was held between March 27 and April 2, 2000. The event was launched by Milan Kňažko, the then Minister of Culture, on the premises of the University Library in Bratislava. All types of libraries in all regions of the country took part in the preparation of the special events organized for the week. The former Minister of Education, Milan Ftáčnik, was a guest speaker during one of the flagship eventsthe expert seminar titled "The Slovak Pedagogical Library and Its Role in the Process of Transforming the Education System." A gala occasion on March 31, 2000, in the State Scientific Library in Banská Bystrica, "LibraryLibrarian-Society-Citizen," had the president of the Slovak Republic as guest of honor (Jurášová, 2000) .
The 30th international symposium of INFOS, INFOS 2000: Culture of the Information Age, was held in the Vysoké Tatry Mountains during April 3-6, 2000 . During the symposium's official opening, Wim van Drimmelen, the director of National Library of the Netherlands and president of the Conference of European National Librarians (CENL), delivered an address. He spoke about the importance of effective and independent national libraries for the development of national library systems. His visit symbolically crowned the successful efforts of the Slovak community of librarians to establish the Slovak National Library in Martin as an independent legal entity with its own budget.
Finally, on May 12, 2000, partly as a result of the activities of the petition committee during the period between the end of 1999 and March 2000, the National Council passed the first Slovak Library Act. This act defined the status and roles of all libraries in Slovakia, the requirements for the provision of library and information services to the public, and the obliga-tions of both libraries and their funding authorities, as well as the scope of authority of the Ministry of Culture. 8 The act also established the National Library in Martin as a state-funded institution that would serve as the central methodological body for the entire Slovak library system. A separate section of the act defined the mission and main tasks to be performed by the National Library on the basis of the internationally recommended norms of ISO 2789:1974 ("International Library Statistics"). The library was now able to function as a national library in a way similar to the national libraries of other democratic states (Katuščák, 2000, p. 76) and become a foundation of the Slovak library system.
The inaugural ceremony of the National Library was held in the presence of Minister Kňažko, who appointed Monseigneur Peter Cabadaj as interim director of the library until the formal process could take place for selecting a permanent director. In his address, Kňažko denied accusations of an attempt having been made to destroy Matica slovenská, stressing instead the historical role of an independent National Library and praising the contribution of Matica slovenská to the Slovak Republic's culture and cultural heritage (Sabov, 2000) .
On May 8, 2000 , Dušan Katuščák was installed as the first general director of the National Library. In his inauguration speech, he spoke of his vision for the library and his specific goals. Katuščák could not avoid the issue of the relations between the National Library and Matica slovenská, stressing repeatedly that these relations must not result in escalating polarization and tension but instead be based on the principle of cooperation between two equal partners (Cabadaj, 2000) .
2001
In 2001, the government issued the policy document "Slovak Librarianship Development Strategy until 2006." 9 This was the first time the government had dealt directly with the complex issues of Slovak librarianship. The document was an important joint achievement of the professional community of Slovak librarians and the Ministry of Culture. It defined the tasks to be carried out by individual members of the government, as well as offering guidance for the leading representatives of independent territorial administrations. The purpose of the document was to establish mediumterm strategic goals for libraries operating within the Slovak library system, treating library policy as a facet of state information and cultural policy. The main strategic tasks for all Slovak libraries were identified as • automation;
• the provision of information sources;
• the provision of library and information services to disadvantaged users; • the salvaging, stabilizing, and preserving of traditional information carriers;
• the protecting of and opening library collections to the public;
• the training of library staff members and human resources development; • the construction, repair, and maintenance of library buildings; and • promoting information literacy and youth education. 
2002
The Program of Computerization of Slovak Libraries was approved in July 2002.
11 The rationale for the program was the fact that during the coming years, the entire library system was supposed to focus on the provision of library and information services by means of information and communications technology (ICT). An information-oriented library system was to become an important element in the support of contemporary science, education, culture, and the economy of the Slovak Republic.
Following the approval of the computerization program, the Library and Information System of the Third Generation (LIS3G) project was established in 2002. Since 2003, the National Library and participating member libraries have been using the VTLS integrated library and information system, Virtua. Thus, all libraries funded by the Ministry of Culture now use the same software. Moreover, the LIS3G project created the Slovenská knižnica (Slovak library) web portal through which library catalogs and collections, as well as the digital library portal Memoria slovaca, can be accessed (Katuščák, 2004 (Faklová, 2005, p. 38) . This is influenced by a number of factors:
• The perception of libraries is marked by persistent social depreciation.
• Libraries are only recently starting to be perceived as a major economic factor in societal development.
• The cultural and social dimensions of libraries are persistently viewed from the perspective of ideological destruction, which only allows for a very narrow space for the modern regard of library activities. (Stasselová, 2010) .
2006
In June 2006, the Libraries 2007-2013 conference was held in Martin, organized by the National Library, the Slovak Library Association, and the SLA. The conference aimed to evaluate how well the government's librarianship-development strategy and program of the computerization of libraries had been implemented to date and also to introduce the main strategic areas of development for the Slovak library system beginning in 2007 and extending through 2013 (Katuščák, 2006) . The SLA celebrated its sixtieth anniversary on December 4, 2006, with a gala event attended by representatives of library associations from the Czech Republic, Croatia, Germany, and the Netherlands. The theme of the meeting was "Sixty Years of the Librarians Association Activities in Slovakia from the Perspective of European Cooperation: Librarians Associations and Their Role in Lobbying." Since 1990, the SLA has been an independent voluntary civic association, following the tradition of its predecessors. Before 1989, the activities of the association were fully subsidized by the Ministry of Culture, and it had its own premises and salaried staff; since then, however, it has been operating on a voluntary basis and with limited funding, its main source of income being membership fees (Čelková, 2007) . In November 2007, the Strategy of Development of the Slovak Libraries for the Period 2008-2013 was issued (Stratégia Rozvoja Slovenského Knihovníctva na Roky 2008 -2013 . 12 Conceptually, what was proposed follows the strategy adopted for the previous period, involving eight strategic tasks:
• The Ministry of Culture was charged with carrying out these tasks. Specific recommendations were also issued for the chairs of self-governing regions, mayors, and the president of the Slovak Academy of Sciences.
2010
In March 2010, Minister of Culture Marek Maďarič dismissed the general director of the National Library, Dušan Katuščák. Both the Slovak Library Association and the SLA issued subsequent statements objecting to the dismissal and sent them to the media (Vyhlásenie Slovenskej asociácie Knižníc, 2010). In October 2010, following the installation of a new government, selection procedures involving secret ballots were implemented for the general director position, with the result that Katuščák was reinstated.
2011
In 2011, the president of the American Library Association (ALA), Roberta Stevens, visited Slovakia as a guest of the SLA. She was the keynote speaker at the INFOS 2011 international symposium during May 9-12 and also lectured in several Slovak regions (Stasselová, 2011c) . This was the thirty-sixth meeting of INFOS, and presidents of library associations were present (two from Slovakia, others from Czech Republic, Croatia, Austria, and the United States) (Stasselová, 2011a) . In 2011, the SLA commemorated its sixty-fifth anniversary (Stasselová, 2011b) .
2012
Following the parliamentary elections of March 2012 and pursuant to Article 113 of the Slovak Constitution, the newly appointed Slovak govern-ment presented its "Manifesto of the Government of the Slovak Republic" to the National Council in May 2012. The manifesto included the following:
The Government is aware that culture has been neglected and its importance underestimated in the long-run, and it realizes that the lack of systemic changes has led to inadequate conditions for its development. A policy that recognizes the social importance of culture and provides stronger support is necessary. Culture is viewed as a creative area that can play its part in the development of a knowledge-based society and overall competitiveness, and ultimately to Slovakia's social and economic growth . . . the Government considers the role of national cultural institutions to be irreplaceable and, therefore, their further development will be supported. (Vláda Slovenskej republiky, 2012, n.p.) In May 2012, the general director of the National Library resigned. The selection procedure for the vacated position was held in early July, with Katarína Krištofová being appointed as the new general director. The full version of her "Concept of Slovak National Library Development," which she initially presented during the selection process, was published in a late 2012 issue of the journal Knižnica (Krištofová, 2012) .
During July-August 2012, the SLA carried out the first detailed survey of the country's library facilities. It focused on the quality and capacity of library buildings, premises, and interiors, as well as on their shortcomings as perceived by library users and staff members. In the period after 2000, the historic buildings of the University Library in Bratislava and the State Scientific Library in Banská Bystrica were remodeled, and the premises of the State Scientific Library in Košice were partially remodeled. The opening of the new Slovak Centre of Scientific and Technical Information in Bratislava had taken place in 2008. Several library buildings had been recently built: the University Library of the Technical University of Košice, and the University Library of the Catholic University in Ružomberok. The survey results were published in Knižnica (Stasselová, , 2013a (Stasselová, , 2013b (Stasselová, , 2013c (Stasselová, , 2013d . Unlike the situation regarding scientific and university libraries, new buildings in Slovakia for public libraries are extremely rare. The survey results indicated that many Slovak library buildings will soon need to be remodeled and modernized.
In September 2012, the government established the Slovak Government Council for Culture (SGCC) as an advisory body for issues related to the development, creation, and promotion of culture and the preservation of the country's cultural heritage. 13 The SGCC consists of twenty-four members, including several acting ministers, and it is presided over by the Minister of Culture. The president of the SLA was appointed a member of the council.
During September 24-25, 2012, the Libraries 2012 conference was held in Liptovský Ján, organized by the SLA, the Slovak Library Association, the National Library, and the University Library in Bratislava (Zborník z Kon-ferencie Knižnice 2012 Knižnice , 2012 . The purpose of the conference was to assess the state of Slovak librarianship following the Strategy of Development of the Slovak Libraries for the Period 2008-2013 and to recommend new strategies for the future. These recommendations will become the basis for preparing the librarianship-development for 2015-2020.
2013
Michael Dowling, director of the international-relations office of the ALA, visited Slovakia in March as a guest of the SLA during the Week of Slovak Libraries 2013. His visit was the culmination of a successful two-year project, financially supported by the US embassy in Slovakia, that aimed at increasing cooperation between the SLA and the ALA.
In 2013, the CLC, created in 2001 but whose role had been suspended in 2012, was restored. The council is an advisory body to the Ministry of Culture. It proposes conceptual, strategic, organizational, and legislative measures regarding librarianship and the library system and also submits proposals and recommendations concerning the priorities and needs of the library system, librarianship, libraries, and librarians. One of the key tasks of the CLC will be drafting the librarianship-development strategic plan for 2015-2020, in cooperation with the Ministry of Culture. Another task of the council will be to work with the ministry in drafting a new library act, since some provisions in the current act (passed in 2000) require changes that reflect the new role that libraries play in a knowledge-based society.
2014
Following the official registration of changes in the statutes by the Ministry of Culture, the name of the oldest and largest librarians association changed from the Slovak Librarians Association (SLA) to the Slovak Librarians and Libraries Association (SLLA) as of January 2014. Delegates at the general assembly in December 2013 in Bratislava voted in favor of the change, endorsing the argument that the original name (from 1990) no longer reflected the actual membership, which now consisted of both institutional and individual members (Stasselová, 2014, p. 5) .
In March 2014, the work commenced of the Temporary Working Group of the Government Council for Culture on the Re-Codification of the Copyright Act. The interests of Slovak librarianship in relevant statutory exceptions that should be granted to libraries in accordance with the recommendations of international librarians associations, such as IFLA and EBLIDA, were represented by Katarína Krištofová, general director of the National Library; Silvia Stasselová, member of the Government Council for Culture and president of the SLLA; and Alojz Androvič, director of computerization and integration at the University Library in Bratislava and vice president of the SLLA. The new copyright act should become effective in 2015, subject to the Slovak National Council's approval.
The Developmental Strategy for Slovak Culture for 2014-2020 was enacted in 2014. Representatives of various cultural institutions took part in the drafting of the strategy, library interests being represented by Stasselová. A unique digital library and digital archives (DIKDA) project financed with EU structural funds (€49.6 million) is being implemented in the National Library, to be completed in 2015. The project aims to digitize over 2.5 million items from the Slovakia collections of the National Library and the National Archives and will be part of a Digitalization and Conservation Center for Library and Archive Documents. The most recently digitalized documents are available to the public in accordance with current copyright law. The collections digitized by the National Library will also be available through the European libraries, museums, and archives portal, Europeana (http://www.europeana.eu/portal/). 
